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Elizabeth-Town, March go.

On the 2oth inftant at 4 o’clock P. M. the {loop
BETSEY, bound from New-York to Middletown,
Point, was overfet by a flaw of wind in Amboy bay ;
there were eleven men and a boy on board, of whom
John Ward, the owner of the floop, and Thomas
Fleet drowned in the cabin; and David Amy, John
Morrifon, and Hezekiah Bailey, the boy, perifhed
after bolding to the wreck from one to two hours ;
the other [even were taken off about eight o’clock
in the evening, by theexertions of Mr. JofephMarfh
of Amboy, who came off with his {loop to their re-
lief.—Too much cannot be faid for the humanity
and alacrity of Mr, Marfh, in taking up and mak-
ing comfortable the furviving fufferers, and attempt-
ing 10 fave the wreck at the rifk of his own veflel;
ot for Mr. Manee of Staten-1fland, who faw the
{loop overfet, and went from Prince’s bay to Am-
boy, for a velfel to go, altho’ he was difluaded from
it by fome perfons who fuppofed, from the highnefs
of the wind and [ea, all on board mult perifh before
affilance could be given.

(Per Michael Adelberg’s Roster of the People Revolutionary Monmouth County, this name has
also been recorded as David Arney.)

David Amy was the son of John and Hanna
Amy. During the Revolutionary War, he
attained the rank of sergeant and served two
tours as a soldier in the New Jersey Line.
The New Jersey Line was a formation of
infantry regiments within the Continental
Army, often referred to as the “Jersey Blues.”
Authorized by the Continental Congtess, it
represented New Jersey’s quota of troops for
the regular army. Notable units included the
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th New Jersey Regiments,
and at times a regiment commanded by
Colonel Oliver Spencer was also considered
part of the New Jersey Line.

David Amy’s first enlistment began in
December 1775. He served with the 1st



Regiment of the New Jersey Continental Line under Captain Elias Longstreet at the Perth Amboy
Barracks.

His second tour began in January 1777 with the same regiment, this time under Captain Jonathan
Forman. He served as a corporal from February 1, 1777, to December 31, 1779, and was promoted
to sergeant on January 1, 1780, a rank he held until the end of the war.

It is worth noting that the company’s first sergeant served as the commanding officer’s chief enlisted
advisor and was responsible for overseeing the company’s daily operations. In this role, Amy’s duties
would have included:

¢ Enforcing discipline: Maintaining order and ensuring the good conduct of the troops.

¢ Administrative responsibilities: Keeping company records, including morning reports and
the “descriptive book,” which listed soldiers’ personal details.

¢ Supervising duty rosters: Assigning tasks and tracking soldiers’ movements and
assighments.

Abont Captain Jonathan Forman: The First New Jersey Continental Regiment was organized in late
1775 and served in many major campaigns of the war, including the Defense of Canada, Defense of

Philadelphia, and the Yorktown campaign.

George Washington gave Forman wide authority to choose his own officers. Forman's Additional
Regiment was recruited in the spring of 1777 from men of southern New Jersey and Maryland. The
majority of recruits and officers hailed from Monmouth County, New Jersey, due to their

affiliation with Forman in civilian life.

After January 1780, the First New Jersey Regiment was involved in two major engagements and
spent time in strategic garrisons. As Sergeant, David Amy would have participated in the following
battles:

Battle of Springfield (June 23, 1780)

The regiment saw significant action at the Battle of Springfield, which effectively ended British
ambitions in New Jersey. The regiment, part of a two-pronged defense, helped repel the British
advance through the Watchung Mountains toward General Washington's main encampment at
Mortristown.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monmouth_County,_New_Jersey

Siege of Yorktown (October 19, 1781)

The First New Jersey Regiment
participated in the decisive Siege of
Yorktown, which led to the surrender of
British General Cornwallis. In the fall of
1781, the American and French armies,
including the First New Jersey Regiment,
marched to Virginia to lay siege to the
British forces at Yorktown. The
regiment would have been among the
troops who conducted the siege,

ultimately securing the surrender that
marked the end of major hostilities in the war.
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David Amy’s family:

Amy’s wife, Elizabeth R. Vanderhoof Amy Roberts was the
daughter of Cornelius and Elsje (Van Kirk) Vanderhoof. She
was born on Dec. 9, 1753 and died on Jan. 4, 1819, at the age of
66.

A year following the death of David Amy, his widowed wife,
Elizabeth, married another soldier, Sergeant Thomas Roberts
1792. (See Thomas Roberts page for further information.)
Elizabeth was laid to rest in Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery as was their son,
John. Their son, John Amy, was
born in 1789. He died December
4, 1810, at the age 21 years, 21 days.
He was buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery with the following inscription

A handfome Reward,

WILI‘ be paid to any perfon who fhall
find, and pive fatisfaury information
to the Sublcriber, of the bedy of Davsp
AMY, drowned on board the Sloop RBet-
fey, in Sandy Hook Bay, en Sunday the 20th
inftant,—with or, withoug the tollowing ar-
ticles he had on, and with him :viz a
brown cloth great coat with apple tree
buttons.—A biue broad cleth body coat
with white lining and wath'd filver buttons :
a brown c.oth jacketand breeches wich ap:
pletree buttons and bral, eyesw=a fiye hirt
and flock, with a brafs flock bucklewea pair
of c.tlflfkin fhoes with brafs buckles—a filyer
.wutr;h_mkhls fob, l:nd twenty-two doilars
in the jicket ocket, i 3
walhed knea’ b::eklus.. el
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on his gravestone:
Afflictions fore long time I bore,
Physicians aid prov'd vain,
Tl GOD alone, did hear my moan
and freed me from my pain
They also had a daughter, Hannah
- Amy. Her death was recorded as Aug 20, 1790 at the age of 2

years, 9 months. Below shows yet another typo from John
Stilwell’s book Historical and Genealogical Miscellany. Amy’s

daughter was Hannah and was named after his mother.
Unfortunately, the broken gravestone shown right may have
been the cause of mistaking HANNAH for “ANNA H.” Also,
other records show that Hannah was baptized on Feb. 21, 1788.

‘David Amy, son of John and Hannab, died, Mch, 30, 1793, in 43rd yr.
Annn Amy, daughter of David and Elizabeth, died, Aug. 20, 1790, aged 1, o,
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) RICHARD WARTSIORNE.
April 19th, 1779,
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